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May 7, 2019

RE: 2019-2024 Bike Master Plan Implementation Plan

Dear Mayor Durkan and City Councilmembers:

When voters approved the Levy to Move Seattle in 2015, they were
promised significant investments in bicycle safety with a commitment
to protect our city’s most vulnerable travelers, encourage bicycling,
achieve Vision Zero, and meet our City’s climate change goals. The Levy
deliverables included building approximately 50 miles of protected bike
lanes and 60 miles of greenways, thereby completing over half of the
Bicycle Master Plan citywide network.

The Levy Oversight Committee received and has been briefed on the
Seattle Department of Transportation’s Bicycle Implementation Plan
2019-2024. As proposed, the plan would deliver roughly 60% of the
mileage originally promised, falling well short of the original
commitment.

We respectfully request the Mayor and City Council seek to deliver the
bike facilities contained in the 2015 Levy by assigning additional, non-
Levy funds to the bike safety program and giving higher priority to
bicycle use of street space. Bicycle safety projects should also be
combined with implementation of other projects, particularly from the
paving and transit programs, to reduce costs and deliver projects more
quickly. At a minimum, the bicycle safety program should not
experience a disproportionately large reduction of deliverables when
compared to all levy programs, and the Oversight Committee would
support a discussion of funds being moved from other Levy programs
to prevent this.

Sincerely and on behalf of the Move Seattle Levy Oversight
Committee,

Ron Posthuma
Co-Chair (2019/20)

Betty Spieth-Croll
Co-Chair (2016-19)

Cc: Sam Zimbabwe, Director, SDOT
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